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hours. So why should not this therapeutic agent be used
in repeated doses when its good effect is as transient as
opium in peritonitis ? Had I thought of it in time I would
have tried it in my case, and am now impatiently waiting
&Iacute;Qr another on which to test it. Whilst these statistics prove
nothing as to the ultimate result of the operation, still they
show a better record than any other mode of treatment; and
now that we have what seems like a clue to this long-sought
mystery, let us work it out carefully, operating as early as
possible, and being sure in every case to secure complete
isolation, so that, if the operation "falls to the ground," it
may do so by its own demerits, and not by the blunders of
its would-be friends.
So striving, I remain, Sir, respectfully yours,
A. W. JOHNSTONE, A.M., M.D.
Danville, Kentucky, U.S.A., Nov. llth, 1879.
P.S.-The cases that I find reported are : the four already
referred to; Dr. Thomas Tours, in Bulletin de la Soci66
de Chirurgie, "Archives of Medicine"-one case; Paul
Vogt, Nervendehnung, "Chirug. Praxis," Leipzig, 1877-
three cases, two of which were successful. Dr. Drake,
Canada Medical and Surgical Journal, Oct., 1876-one
case; Joseph Ramshoff, F.R.C.S., Cincinnati Lancet and
Clinic, vol. i., 1879-one case, successful. hemroth, Deldsche
Med. ZlTOC7aenscha&deg;ift, No. 44, 1878-one case ; Dr. J. J. L.
Ratton, of the Medical School of Madras, in a paper on
Tetanus, reviewed by Med. Times and Gazette-four cases,
one recovery; my own making the fifteenth.
SCARLATINA IN EPSOM.
GEORGE RIGDEN.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-In reference to the scarlatina at Epsom, I should
like to record my opinion that the panic among the parents
of the scholars was quite unnecessary. When I visited the
school about three weeks since I found every department,
especially the dormitories, most scrupulously clean and
well ventilated, and every care appeared to be taken for.the
health and comfort of the boys. At that time, although the
panic had commenced, there were but nine cases of the
disease, and all were of a very mild character, with the
exception of one, which I was assured was not malignant.
After this date it appears that five other boys were affected;
but I would submit that even fourteen cases of the disease
among 250 boys was not a large proportion, and does not, in
my opinion, prove defect in the sanitary arrangements of the
school, and ought not to have necessitated the removal of a
large proportion, and ultimately the removal of the re-
mainder, of the boys to their several homes, more particularly
as there was every facility at the school for the removal of
even doubtful cases to the infirmary, which is entirely
isolated. Supposing, however, that the boys who were
removed had any of the infection about them, does it not
appear probable that their removal was a likely means of
disseminating the disease not only among their families and
friends, but also among their fellow-passengers.
I trust, however, now that the scholars are removed, a
searching inquiry will be made into all the sanitary arrange-
ments, and, should any defects be discovered, they will be
remedied before the reassembling of the scholars ; but it
must not be expected that such a large number of boys will
always be exempt from disease, and should a few cases of
disease occur at a future time, unless of a malignant cha-
racter, it is to be hoped that a similar panic will not again
be repeated. I remain, Sir, yours, &c.,
Canterbury, Dec. 4th, 1879. 
THE LAST PART OF THE ZULU WAR.
(From our own Correspondent.)
WE have now all left Zululand, and all seem thankful. By
the time this reaches you most of the medical staff, and pro-
bably all the civil surgeons, will have arrived at their future
destination. It is satisfactory to learn that the Medical
Department, on the whole, has performed its arduous part
in a creditable manner. The hitches so frequently com-
plained of as having taken place between the advanced field
hospitals and the front field hospitals chiefly consisted of
neglect in keeping the front well supplied with drugs and a
complete staff of assistants. The base department forwarded
what was needed to the advanced field hospitals correctly
enough: the base depot was under the able management of
Lieutenant Johnson, A.H. Corps, at Durban, and he was
responsible for the supply of all hospital equipment, medical
stores, &c., for the 1st Division.
The percentage of deaths at the base has been about
5 per 1000-a most satisfactory result ; but I hear that the
water-supply, or rather, that the water used at the military
hospital, was bad, and that its defective quality was not
discovered for some time after its consumption. I also
learn that in consequence of its being stopped an unpleasant
feeling cropped up between the mayor of Durban and the
army medical authorities at this town, the former saying
that the townspeople used the same water and never suffered
any ill consequences. However, I am told on the highest
authority that diarrhcea and dysentery disappeared from the
troops in hospital after its use had been discontinued ; and,
on the other hand, I learned from good authority that the
diarrhoea and dysentery were caused by the sick men eating
unripe oranges and other fruits, given uut of kindness by
the people allowed to visit unrestrictedly, and to distribute
these fruits in the military hospitals. The last victim of
dysentery was Lieutenant Troy, A.H.C., who was buried
with military honours on Wednesday last, the whole of the
medical staff and a large body of orderlies attending under
Surgeon-Major Wills and Lieutenant Johnson, A.H.C.
It may be interesting to your readers to give a short
account of a visit I made to numerous Zulu kraals in the
neighbourhood of the Umlalazi plains, by direction of
Lieutenant - Colonel Lonsdale Hale, P,.E., commanding,
this officer taking great interest in the sick and wounded
Zulus, as well as in the British forces. I saw in all about
1200 Zulus-men, women, and children. They live in kraals
in clusters of from four to thirty each. The men occupy
separate kraals from the women-i. e., the married men.
The young men and young women frequently live together,
sleeping side by side. Only old men or men upwards of
forty are allowed to marry. Each man has from one to
thirty wives. Wives are purchased with cows, the value
being from five to ten or fifteen cows each, so that the
larger number indicates wealth. The kraals are tolerably
clean and orderly, and sanitary regulations are strictly
carried out. They live chiefly upon crushed mealies, cooked.
The crushing is done between two stones, and the work is
chiefly performed by old women. They eat meat, and
usually devour cattle dying from disease, except the diseased
parts, bowels and all ; indeed, I have seen them eating
them uncleaned. It is a common thing to see our own
Kaffirs cut out the muscles of the back of an ox that died
from disease, cooking and eating the same, the odour at
times being frightful. They eat the sweet potato, which
grows plentifully everywhere; pumpkins, which grow to an
. 
enormous size ; and some native fruits. They drink Kaffir
, beer and sour milk. They frequently suffer from fever
(common intermittent). They believe in witchcraft and
charms ; the latter are tied round the neck or part affected.
They take medicine made from herbs and roots of trees and
, 
plants ; they use the root, stem, and leaves of the common
, fern, by boiling (first crushing), then drinking the residue,
: for worms. For diarrhoea and dysentery they use the root
’ 
of an astringent plant, by crushing and steeping in water ;
: the root is shaped like a carrot, but I could not find out
: its name. They also practise cupping or scarification.
This is done by pinching up a small fold of skin over the
, 
part affected, and nicking the same with a rude, sharp
piece of iron ; into these small cuts gunpowder or powdered
roots are rubbed. The mati-mau, or doctor, asks that so
many cattle be killed as a sacrifice, and the meat is eaten
by the doctor’s friends. Sometimes the doctor is a woman.
Frequently these native doctors pronounce the patient
bewitched, and woe be to the man or woman accused-he
or she will certainly be killed.
The women are not very prolific : for instance, in the case
’ 
of Induna Habarna, who had thirty wives, they had only
- 
eight children alive amongst them; a few more had been born
but died young. He could give me no reason for their
L dying so young, but on inquiry I gathered that the greatest
G mortality is amongst young children, from the period ofbirth to the time that they are able to take care of them-
i selves and look after their own bellies, mind cattle, or be-L come useful-two, three, or four is the ordinary number of
f children born to each woman ; commonly only one. The
